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Agenda  
 

 
Friday, January 13, 2017 

6:00 p.m.     Dinner Gathering – Meeting Attendees and Guests 

                       (location to be determined) 
                                              
7:15 p.m.     Anatomy of a Rural Surgical Practice 
                       Daniel Margo, M.D.      
 
7:30 p.m.     Top Ten Changes in Surgery over the Past Thirty years                                                             
                       Mary Aaland, M.D. 
 

 
Saturday, January 14, 2017 – The Brown Palace 
 
7:45 a.m.     Welcome 
 
8:00 a.m.     Fundoplication Versus Alternative Management 
                       Akram Ahmed, M.D. (USD) 
                       Patrick Kane, M.D. (UND) 
 
9:00 a.m.     Hemodialysis Access:   Current Status and Hot Topics 
                       Frank Vandy, M.D.     “Robert B. Rutherford, M.D. Lecture” 
                        
9:45 a.m.     Break 
 
10:00 a.m.   Management of an Infected Prosthetic:  A Vascular Story 
                       William Altringer, M.D. 
 
10:15 a.m.   Current Management of Gallbladder Neoplasms 
                       Robert Sticca, M.D. 
 
10:45 a.m.   Emergency Surgical Airway With and Without Trauma 
                       William Spanos, M.D. 
 
11:15 a.m.   Radiology for Rural Surgeons 
                       Chris Reilly, M.D.  
 
11:45 a.m.   Working lunch…business of the NPRSS 

  

Saturday, January 14, 2017 (afternoon session) 

1:00 p.m.    Management of Choledocholithiasis in Bariatric Patients 
                      Luis Garcia, M.D. 
 
1:30 p.m.    Basic Science I – Breast Receptors, Genes, and Markers 
                      Karen Luk, M.D. (UND) 
 
1:50 p.m.    Basic Science II – Colon Preparation for Elective Colon 
                      Surgery: History, Science, and Current Recommendations 
                      Beth Tacl, M.D. (USD) 
 
2:10 p.m.    Basic Science III – The Adrenal Gland:  A Basic Science  
                      Review for Surgeons 
                      Ashley McElroy, M.D. (U of MN) 
 
2:30 p.m.   Issues in Rural Surgery, Correcting One Problem at a Time 
                     Robert Sticca, M.D  
 
3:00 p.m.    Break 
 
3:15 p.m.    Complications of Bariatric Surgery 
                      Kevin Helling, M.D.  
 
3:45 p.m.    A New Model for Rural Surgery  
                       Mary Aaland, M.D.  
 
4:00 p.m.    ENT Cancer Management – Pearls and Our Current Research 
                      William Spanos, M.D.  
 
4:30 p.m.    Vascular Diagnostic Imaging 
                      Frank Vandy, M.D.  
 
5:00 p.m.    Facilitated Case Discussions (Breast, Hernia, Thyroid) 
                      Daniel Margo, M.D. 
 
5:30 p.m.    Break 
  

 
6:30 p.m.    Cocktail Reception (meeting attendees and guests) 
7:00 p.m.    Dinner 
8:00 p.m.    Closing Remarks 
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